PERSONALITIES
the truth. As far as I ani aware I have been nothing but pro-
British through life. At the same time one had no easy part
to play. The Turks became very obstructive and threatening.
They meant to be. It was part of their policy to undermine
our authority. I got all sorts of orders from home. At
one moment I was told that I could evacuate Haidar Pasha
and the Anatolian side, and to hold Constantinople. Any-
thing more ridiculous could not be imagined. With Haidar
Pasha in Turkish hands, no warship could have remained in
the Bosphorus, and in case of trouble we could never have
got out. A Turkish sniper, to say nothing of artillery, could
have killed an Admiral on his quarter-deck. I always fhinlc
that the authorities at home must have thought that the
Bosphorus was as broad as the English Channel. Once in
an official wire, in order to bring things home, I said that
the Bosphorus was so narrow that I had myself swum across
it and back. I was later told that I could evacuate Constantin-
ople. Had we abandoned those thousands of Christians to
their fate, I wonder what would have happened to our prestige
'and what the French and Italians would have said. It is true
that we moved our base to Kilia and were very light in
Constantinople in view of any emergency. I was also told
that I could evacuate Chanak, but that I was to hold on to
Gallipoli. Fortunately at long last the Second Lausanne
Conference came to an agreement though perhaps an unsatis-
factory one, and by that agreement we were given a time
limit of some six weeks in which to evacuate*
On October 4th, 1923,1 sailed in the last ship, the Arabic
after a most warm and stirring "send off" by the Turks*
Nevile Henderson came to see me off. My wife and I had
stayed with him before we left. He brought me a letter from
General Ismet Pasha which I shall always treasure. Nevile
Henderson and I had been through some very difficult times
with the Turkish authorities, but we had got through success-
fully. It might have all been so different. It is just possible
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